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JOIN THE MOVEMENT

toward racial justice
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THE SOUND OF FREEDOM: ABOLITION LINEAGES

The sound of emancipation was heard long before any proclamation was made and
continues long after the news finally reached the last outpost of enslaved peoples
in Texas on June 19, 1865. We celebrate the lineages of abolitionists, those who
work for a future of freedom beyond shackles and chains, beyond bars and cages,
beyond violence and oppression. May this Juneteenth be an invitation to learn
more about a few of these abolitionist freedom fighters and how the dream of
abolition continues today.

Sojourner Truth

Francis Ellen Watkins Harper

Ida B. Wells-Barnett

Ella Baker

Fannie Lou Hamer

Diane Nash

Angela Davis
Opal Tometi, Alicia Garza and Patrisse Cullors

LISTEN Ain’t Gonna Let Nobody Turn Me Around, perfomed by Ysaye Barnwell

PRAY

God of broken chains, we do not know how it felt with the world of freedom
came — what release was felt in the bodies of those who made us, what disbelief,
what joy, what sorrow. But would you allow some echo of it to resound in our
bodies today? We pray not just to honor freedom rung, but in protection and
continuation of it. Let it resound clearly as we join our hearts on this day. —
Cole Arthur Riley, Black Liturgies

REFLECT Called to be Changemakers with Alexis Bond



https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/remarkable-untold-story-sojourner-truth-180983691/
https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/frances-ellen-watkins-harper
https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/ida-b-wells-barnett
https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/ida-b-wells-barnett
https://ellabakercenter.org/who-was-ella-baker/
https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/stories/how-fannie-lou-hamer-challenged-nation
https://snccdigital.org/people/diane-nash-bevel/
https://museumca.org/on-view/angela-davis-seize-the-time/
https://www.blackrevolutionarytheatreworkshop.org/blacklivesmatter-founders/
https://dailyantidote.bandcamp.com/track/aint-gonna-let-nobody-turn-me-around
https://youtube.com/shorts/JWsJFekyBJA?si=beqak_wksPpk_Tok

Toshi. Reagon |

4 , e , \‘z
Bernice W ! » ' @ 1

& £
%élar'lgs:r? Alexis Pauline Gumbs B

& ¢
e maree brown

Lorraine | Nikki. Giovanni,
Hansberry | 2

” £ | SN k
i ©) Wi W (U R
KL Zora Neale Hurston A
Harriet Jacobs

THE STORY OF FREEDOM: EMANCIPATION LINEAGES

Stories preserve and remember the sacred moments and movements of a people’s
history and lived experiences. African-centered traditions value storytelling as
sacred for the survival and thriving of generations to come. “We who believe in
freedom” tell our stories for the thriving of our communities, from the past into
the future. We remember the marches, sit-ins, food programs, rallies, and
strategies of defense across the nation to respect and protect Black Lives and we
honor the lineage of storytellers who continue to ensure that truths are heard and
new futures imagined.

Harriet Jacobs Octavia Butler
Zora Neale Hurston adrienne maree brown
Lorraine Hansberry Toshi Reagon
Bernice Johnson Reagon Alexis Pauline Gumbs

Nikki Giovanni

LISTEN Let Your Light Shine, Bernice Johnson Reagon and Toshi Reagon

PRAY

God whose story is freedom, we pray peace and deep rest for our ancestors.
Those who labored without agency over their bodies for generations, and those
who chose the sea. We marvel at the dreamers — those who clung to an
imagination for liberation regained. Those who fought, strategized, organized.
We thank you for those who became our historians — who preserved culture in
whispers by moonlight, transmitting song and name. — Cole Arthur Riley, Black
Liturgies

REFLECT with Phoenyx Aidyn Sims and Micah J.A. Potter



https://docsouth.unc.edu/fpn/jacobs/bio.html
https://www.zoranealehurston.com/about/
https://nmaahc.si.edu/lorraine-hansberry
https://bernicejohnsonreagon.com/
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/nikki-giovanni
https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/stories/remembering-afrofuturist-octavia-butler
https://onbeing.org/programs/adrienne-maree-brown-on-radical-imagination-and-moving-towards-life/
https://toshireagon.com/about
https://toshireagon.com/about
https://www.alexispauline.com/about
https://toshireagon.bandcamp.com/track/let-your-light-shine-feat-bernice-johnson-reagon
https://vimeo.com/1093817883?share=copy
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THE SPIRIT OF FREEDOM: PROPHETIC LINEAGES

Long before the enslaved ancestors arrived in North America the Spirit of
Freedom lived in their bones. They knew freedom was their birthright;
emancipation marked the moment when enslavers were forced to confront this
reality. Yet from the beginning, people of African descent on these shores found
ways to connect to Sacred Spirit, even revealing the foundations of abolition and
visions of freedom within their enslavers’ Christianity. We honor the prophetic
lineages of spiritual leaders who continue to reveal to us the God whose story is
freedom.

Jarena Lee

Julia Foote

Pauli Murray

Yvonne Delk

Lisa Sharon Harper

Jacqui Lewis

LISTEN Ella’s Song, performed by the Resistance Revival Chorus

PRAY
May the same God who spoke to Harriet make the sound of liberation clear as
night to us. May the Divine hold us in the same holy darkness that protected our
ancestors on the journey. And as we remember, may they shield us from despair,
knowing that our story is more than pain. Our is the story of dignity. Let us
reclaim it.
Inhale: Liberation is ours.
Exhale: God, teach me the sound of freedom.
— Cole Arthur Riley, Black Liturgies

REFLECT Emancipation Lineages with Velda Love
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Jacqui Lewis



https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/stories/jarena-lee-and-early-ame-church
https://theotherjournal.com/2013/10/sanctified-body-sanctified-soul-julia-footes-theology-of-sanctification/
https://www.paulimurraycenter.com/who-is-pauli
https://andovernewton.yale.edu/event/2023-simpson-hewett-lecture-rev-dr-yvonne-delk-ants-mre-1963
https://lisasharonharper.com/about-lisa/
https://jacquilewis.com/about/
https://resistancerevivalchorus.bandcamp.com/track/ellas-song
https://youtu.be/ZhM6jY5kJH4

